Introduction
Open drift sands have desert-like conditions for soil fauna. In the stage of open sand, with wind activity on the surface, hardly any soil animal is thought to survive. Nevertheless, some seem to succeed and take advantage of the fi rst steps of vegetation succession (Van der Drift, 1964) . Organic matter in soil accumulates when this succession gradually proceeds from the fi rst algal mats, through moss (mainly hair-cap moss Polytrichum juniperum Hedw.) and lichen stages, to sparse vegetation of grey hair-grass (Corynephorus canescens L. (Beauv.)), sand sedge (Carex arenaria L.), brown bentgrass Agrostis vinealis (Schreb.) and fescue species (Festuca spp) with some winter annuals such as Spergula morisonii Bor., and fi nally to heather stages and colonization of trees. This organic matter keeps a more buffered moisture regime under an increasing vegetation cover, which mitigates the adverse microclimate and increases the possibilities of settlement of other colonizers. Somewhere in this series the soil fauna is not longer following or just responding to environmental conditions, but starts to create a regulating factor of its own. In fully developed soils, we know that soil fauna stimulates decomposition of organic matter (Siepel & Maaskamp 1995 , Heemsbergen et al. 2004 , Wall et al. 2010 . The absence of functional groups hampers decomposition rates (Siepel 1993 , 1996a , Heemsbergen et al. 2004 , resulting in accumulation of organic matter and redirecting succession of the vegetation to more rhizome-and stolon forming species: plant species able to optimally reallocate nutrients in space (Noble et al. 1979) . Here we will illustrate the succession of soil fauna, both in species succession, with all its coincidences, as well as in terms of feeding guilds and life-history tactics, which are thought to overcome the randomness of specifi c species colonization (Verberk et al. 2008) . The succession series as described by the vegetation is: bare sand, a stage with hair-cap moss, a lichen stage, a stage with grey hair-grass, and a stage with heather (Calluna vulgaris (L.) Hull) (see also chapter 13, Fig. 13 .2). The fi rst stages are noted as habitat 2330 in the Natura 2000 classifi cation, while and the heather stage is habitat 2310 (Janssen & Schaminée, 2003) .
